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Recommendations: 
 
 
1. Shift the nature of the conversation and determine more equitably the 

location of responsibility for solving problems: 
  

a. Given the near complete lack of attention given to the humanities in key forums 
such as campus tours, Blue Devil Days, pre-orientation, orientation, and pre-major 
advising—and, equally important, the implicit message in many of these forums that 
“academics” at Duke means solely pre-law, pre-medicine, pre-business and travel 
away from campus to other parts of the world—we conclude that it is to the credit of 
humanities departments that they have retained as many majors as is currently 
the case. 
  

b. Hence, we feel that responsibility for any decline in numbers of humanities majors 
must be shared equally among three groups: the administration, the offices 
responsible for recruitment and orientation forums (campus tours, Blue Devil 
Days, Orientation, etc.), and humanities departments. We feel, moreover, that if this 
problem is to be solved, each of these groups will have to make significant changes to 
their existing approaches to admissions and majors.  
 

c. We urge the administration to understand the decline in numbers of humanities 
majors as the consequence of problems for which it also has responsibility, and 
we urge the administration to establish an ambitious goal—say, a 6% increase 
over the next three years in matriculating students who express an interest in 
humanities majors—that it will seek to help reach. In addition, since “responsibility 
mechanisms” already exist for humanities departments—namely, departmental 
funding is tied in various ways to numbers of majors and numbers of students in 
classes offered by departments—we challenge the administration to establish 
metric-oriented responsibility mechanisms for both its own offices and for the 
offices responsible for the forums discussed above, so that responsibility is 
indeed equally shared.  

 
2. Introductions to “the arts and humanities at Duke” should include all of 

the activities of Duke’s humanities departments:  
 

We applaud the recent inclusion of a session on “the arts and humanities at Duke” at one 
recent Blue Devil Days, and urge the administration and recruitment and orientation 
offices to include such events in other forums, such as campus tours, Pre-orientation, 
Orientation, and pre-major advising. We also want to underscore the importance of 
understanding “the arts and humanities” in ways that include all of the activities of 
Duke’s humanities departments (i.e., performance and studio arts; critical study of past 
and present arts, language, philosophy, politics, etc.; language acquisition; etc.). This is 
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especially important in a forum such as Orientation, in which the only existing 
introduction to the humanities appears to be the “Music Ensembles Information Meeting” 
and “Arts@Duke Information Session,” both of which focus on performing arts (and both 
of which are set in the same time slot as, for example, a session on “Bystander CPR 
Training”). 

 
3. Specific Measures: 

 
We are not experts in admissions, orientation, or pre-major advising, but in the spirit of 
working together with those who are, we also imagine that the following measures might 
be helpful in addressing the problems evident in the materials presented above: 

 
A. Campus Tours 
 

1. Develop a formal mechanism by means of which faculty help revise the 
“framework” provided to student campus tour leaders; 
 

2. In the framework provided to undergraduate tour leaders, “Academics” should 
not be one of 5 equivalent rubrics, but rather the primary rubric; 
 

3. Tour leaders should stress the academic prestige of Duke’s humanities 
departments (e.g., many faculty are recipients of prestigious national and 
international prizes; many departments consistently ranked nationally in the top 
10; etc.); 

 
4. Rather than stressing points that in effect send an anti-intellectual message (e.g., 

the low number of requirements for majors), tour leaders should stress the rigor 
and intellectual excitement of humanities courses; 

 
5. Visiting students should be strongly encouraged by the Office of Admissions 

to visit at least one undergraduate course during their campus visit (and there 
could/should be a dedicated website that lists courses/instructors who are willing 
to have students visit their courses); 
 

6. Unless “Trinity” is also a rubric in Pratt tours, “Pratt” should be removed as 
one of five rubrics in Trinity tours; 

 
7. Rather than requesting that humanities departments on their own do the work of 

locating potential tour leaders, the Office of Undergraduate Admissions should 
work actively with humanities departments to locate these students. 
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B. Blue Devil Days 
 

1. The organizers of Blue Devil Days should work directly with departments to 
develop the list of courses that students may visit; 
 

2. Though we welcome recent humanities-friendly changes to Blue Devil Days, 
unless there are significant changes to Campus Tours, Pre-Orientation, 
Orientation, and Pre-major advising, there will be severe limits on the extent to 
which Blue Devil Days can encourage students to participate in the humanities. 
We thus recommend continuing the “Spotlight on Arts and Humanities” event, 
but focusing additional ameliorative efforts primarily on Campus Tours, Pre-
Orientation, Orientation, and Pre-major advising. 
 

 
C. Pre-Orientation 
 

1. It should be clarified on the website description of the “Project Search” Pre-
orientation event that this event is equally for students interested in the 
humanities; 
 

2. The humanities elements of Pre-Orientation should be expanded beyond 
digital humanities to include events that emphasize additional modes of 
humanities research and criticism. 

 
D. Orientation 
 

1. “Academic Exploration Programs” should not be limited to “pre”-structures 
(e.g., pre-law, pre-business, etc.), but should also include the humanities. More 
fundamentally, we urge the architects of Orientation to marginalize the very 
rubric of “pre-“ anything and move the Humanities and intellectual life more 
generally to the center of the conversation at Orientation;  
 

2. Non-Focus students should have the opportunity to have lunch with Duke 
professors (including professors from the humanities). 

 
E. Pre-major Advising 
 

1. During the advisor orientation session held the day before first-year students 
move in, a representative (or representatives) from the humanities should be 
invited to talk to advisors about humanities majors; more generally, these 
sessions should not focus on the rubric of “pre-“ (business, law, etc.). 

 
2. During pre-major advisor training, emphasis should not be placed primarily on 

new programs (e.g., Bass Connections, Global Health major) but split equally 
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between those programs and existing programs (e.g., FOCUS), and should 
emphasize the humanities in general (by, for example, publishing lists of 
courses that students interested in “big questions” could take).  

 
F. Other 
 

1. Specific mechanisms should be developed to ensure that the new Director of 
Academic Engagement (see p. 13 above) is in frequent direct contact with 
humanities departments; 
 
2. An FHC committee should be convened to propose ways in which faculty can 
become part of the planning process of groups that play a key role in 
determining incoming students’ perceptions of what “academics” means at 
Duke, such as the First-Year Advisory Council (FAC) Program. 


